
First, let’s talk about you: Where are you 
from? Where do you live? Would you 
give us a brief impression of your family 
background?

I was born and raised on the 
southeast side of Chicago near 
the steel mills in a working class 
home. My father was carpenter 
superintendant who worked for 
a heavy construction company. 
My mother attended to the house. 
I have  two sisters. It was a pretty 
typical family atmosphere for a 
American city kid.

What are your first childhood memories?

That‘s the fi rst time I‘ve been 
asked this. Two of them are 
alluded to in my poem „Small 
Boy“. One is of being on the 
front lawn of our neighbor‘s 
house feeling as if the immensity 
of the green lawn, bounded by 
the concrete sidewalks, was the 
entire universe to me a small boy. 
The other was the memory of 
running through the gangway 
between my grandmother‘s 
house and her neighbor‘s into 
the sunlight of her backyard. I 
wasn‘t a very happy kid, always 
afraid, always crying. These two 
memories seem to predate my 
childhood miseries. A young time 
when I was still full of joy.

I understand you started your literary 
career in adulthood. Are you a late-
bloomer in other respects as well?

Late-bloomer is not the right 
description. I started writing at 
19 years old and always had a 
creative bent, but I never had the 
confi dence to bring my creations 
out into the open. It wasn‘t 
until after I had succeed in the 
business world (at a very young 
age) that I felt secure enough 
to exert  myself as an artist. I 
look at it as more destiny‘s hand 
directing me than my own. I‘m 
one of those guys that believe 
everything happens for a reason
be it karma or some divine 
principle directing things.

As the celebrated inventor of poetry-
slams, do you feel a step closer to eternal 
fame? If so, how does it feel?

I‘m pretty sure the slam will 
be remembered in the history 
books as one of most important 
social/leterary movements of our 
time. As for me, I guess I‘ll be 
remembered but in the cosmic 
realm of things it doesn‘t really
matter.

Seriously now. How do you feel about 
being called “Slampapi”? Do people really 
call you by this nickname? By the way, it 
sounds German to me. If so,
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why is that?

My son who created my website 
laid that kickname on me. There 
was a time when he and I thought 
we might open a poetry night club 
together and call it „Slampapi‘s“. 
When people address me as 
„slampapi“ it usually means they 
don‘t know me very well. Most 
people call me Marc.

Let’s talk about writing:
Why did you start writing?

I started writing poetry because 
of a woman named Sandi who I 
met in college. She liked poetry 
so I thought I better write some 
to impress her. The poetry wasn‘t 
very good but she ended up liking 
me enough to marry me.
Unfortunately during the early 
days of my new career as a 
performing poet, I destroyed my 
marriage and family through the 
common excesses associated with 
the entertainment industry.

Is your work autobiographical?

I‘m a writer who believes that you 
should write from what you know 
from actual experience. So to that 
extent it‘s autobiographical. But 
I also believe that art needs to 
objective, universal, and non-
confessional, so there is an 
artisitc distance between what I 
write and what may have actually 
happened in my life.

As a writer, do you have any idols? If so, 
who are they?

There are authors I have read 
extensively -- Carl Sandburg, 
E. E. Cummings, Robert Frost, 
Wallace Stevens, D. H. Lawrence, 
and a dozen others -- but they 
are not idols. The only person I 
ever idolized and only for a short 
period of time was Will Rogers, a 
vaudeville enterainer, newspaper
columnist, comedian, and 
socialist -- one of the most well 
loved public fi gures in America 
during the 1920s and 30s.

Is poetry-slam merely way of presenting 
poetry or is it in itself a distinct literary 
genre?

The term poetry slam covers alot 
of ground. It is a type of poetry 
show which includes audience 
particpation and entertaining 
performances by individuals 
and groups. It is also the 
marriage of two art forms, the 
art of performing with the art 
of writing poetry. This was the 
starting point. Later, it became 
associated with a type of poetry 
competition. Most importantly 
these days is that it is a network of 
communities spread throughout 
the world and linked together via 
organizers and poets dedicated 
to the creation of performance 
poetry shows whenever a group 
of performance oriented poetry 
lovers can be assembled.

It‘s an misunderstanding to 
consider slam poetry as a 
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seperate literary genre. One of 
the founding principles of slam is 
that shows are open to all forms, 
styles, and themes from anybody 
who steps up onto the stage. Of
course, new styles, new language, 
and nedw performance technique 
has emerged from the slams, 
but to call it a new genre would 
misleading.

The second part of this inter-
view will be published in the 
next issue of “EXOT“
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